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My dearest Sisters, 
Prayerful and affectionate Greetings from the Provincial House Bangalore!
Having rung down the curtain on the Centenary celebrations at Katpadi at national level and in our Province, of the foundation of our Institute in India, it is time to take stock of the fruits we have harvested from it, especially with regard to our spiritual life and mission. The three year long preparation culminated in the three day celebration brought our beloved Superior General Mother Chiara Cazzuola, the three General Councilors Sr. Celine Jacob, Sr. Runita Borja and Sr. Ruth del Pilar Mora. The joyful experience of their loving presence and inspiring words create ripples in our hearts and minds, and renew our enthusiasm for greater commitment to strive for personal holiness and for the growth of our charism. We will know the fruitfulness of the celebration from the measure of life generated by each Community in its own context. It will become a reality if we “do whatever He tells us”. Mary our Mother in whose womb the Author of life took flesh, because of her tremendous faith in God`s Word and unhesitating surrender to His will, accompanies us in our daily life and walks along “our corridors and dormitories too, covering our house with her protecting mantle”.  
Along with all the Sisters and the Educating Community I express my gratitude to Mother General and the General Councillors for their gracious presence and generous availability. I thank you wholeheartedly all of you dear Sisters for the hard work done seen and unseen, in a particular way the Provincial Councillors and Animators of Communities. Sincere thanks to Sr. Monica Thomas, Sr. Margrat Mathai and all the sisters of campus communities. A note of special thanks to the liturgy and programme committee members who planned and executed all the events in the best way possible! I appreciate the generosity of those communities who prepared and brought the young people to Bangalore to be part of the Cultural programme and those communities who sent Sisters to help in the Provincial House. Every effort was blessed with success and favored by a fine weather. Let us begin our life renewed and renovated with these experiences of God’s benevolent presence in our daily life.  God bless us all!
We congratulate and extend our sincere thanks to Sr. Nirmala Lazar, Provincial of INM and the Sisters for the beautiful and meaningful celebration of the Centenary of the FMA presence in India with the involvement of all our Provinces, Sisters, Young people, Educating Community and Salesian Family.     
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY – 23 OCTOBER   
Article 75 of our Constitutions says: “The missionary dimension, an essential element of the identity of our Institute and the expression of its universality has been part of our history from the beginning. The spirit of the “da mihi animas, cetera tolle” should urge us to “increase interest in the challenges of evangelization and encourage missionary vocations”. This year the World Mission Sunday occurs on 23 October. 
‘You shall be my witnesses’ is the theme running through the Message of Pope Francis for World Mission Day 2022. The Pope reflected on three foundations of the life and mission of every disciple. The first, is “the call of every Christian to bear witness to Christ,” calling it the “heart of Jesus’ teaching to the disciples. Christ was the first to be sent to proclaim, as the Father’s missionary and as His faithful witness.
Every Christian is called to be a missionary and witness to Christ. And the Church, the community of Christ’s disciples, has no other mission than that of bringing the Gospel to the entire world by bearing witness to Christ. To evangelize is the very identity of the Church.

Living in a missionary key: The Pope said that each baptized Christian is called to carry out the Church’s mission in a communitarian way, even in the ordinary activities of our daily lives. Christians, he added, are sent on mission by the Church in Christ’s name, and never under our own initiative. He noted that Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs, since “the witness of Christians to Christ is primarily communitarian in nature.”  “The disciples are urged to live their personal lives in a missionary key: they are sent by Jesus to the world not only to carry out, but also and above all to live the mission entrusted to them; not only to bear witness, but also and above all to be witnesses of Christ.” Missionaries proclaim the Good News of God’s salvation in Christ, not their own abilities or persuasive qualities.  “In evangelization” the example of a Christian life and the proclamation of Christ are inseparable. One is at the service of the other.”

Pope Francis went on to consider a second foundation of the Christian mission: “to the ends of the earth.”

The early disciples gradually expanded the scope of their mission, and lived an image of the Church “going forth” and guided by divine Providence, not the desire to proselytize. As they faced persecution, early Christians fled their homelands, taking the Gospel with them to new countries, something which happens in our own day. The phrase “to the ends of the earth” also challenges modern Christians to proclaim Christ to those who have still not encountered Him. Christ’s Church will continue to go forth towards new geographical, social and existential horizons, towards “borderline” places and human situations, in order to bear witness to Christ and His love to men and women of every people, culture and social status.”
The Pope then turned to the third foundation of mission: “You will receive power from the Holy Spirit”.

He said the Spirit broke the bonds of the Apostles’ fear in the first days after Jesus’ death and resurrection.

The Spirit prompted Peter to give his missionary address to people in Jerusalem, as recounted in the Acts of the Apostles, kicking off an era in which the disciples of Jesus evangelized the world. Christians are only able to bear full and genuine witness to Christ the Lord with the Spirit’s inspiration and assistance.

“All Christ’s missionary disciples are called to recognize the essential importance of the Spirit’s work, to dwell in his presence daily and to receive His unfailing strength and guidance. Indeed, it is precisely when we feel tired, unmotivated or confused that we should remember to have recourse to the Holy Spirit in prayer.”
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MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY
On the seventh of October each year the church celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.  The Rosary is a family devotion and a family prayer. It is a personal devotion which is at the heart of Christian and religious practice which invites all to meditate upon the mysteries of Christ, following the example of Mary who was so singularly associated with the incarnation, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. The church celebrates this feast to honour Mary and commemorates this day for the graces received through her intercession. This feast was established in 1573 by St. Pius V, a Dominican pope who had great personal devotion to this prayer. He instituted the feast in thanksgiving for the Christian victory over the Turks in the Battle of Lepanto. Because the feast falls in October, the entire month is dedicated to honouring Mary with the rosary.  The devotion of the Holy Rosary has been treasured in the church for many centuries.  It is a summary of Christian faith in language and prayers inspired by the Bible. 
Several Popes in recent years have encouraged the devotion to the Holy Rosary. Pope Pius IX says, “Among all the devotions approved by the Church none has been so favoured by so many miracles as the devotion of the Most Holy Rosary.” Pope John XXIII says that the Rosary is a magnificent and universal prayer for the needs of the Church, the nations and the entire world. In the words of Pope Paul VI:  “Meditation on the mysteries of the Rosary can be an excellent preparation for the celebration of those same mysteries in the liturgical actions namely the Mass and can also become a continuing echo thereof.” Pope John Paul II has called the Rosary his “favourite prayer,” after the Holy Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours. Pope Benedict XVI said that the Holy Rosary, the unique contemplative prayer through which, guided by the Lord’s Heavenly Mother, we fix our gaze on the face of the Redeemer in order to be conformed to his joyful, light-filled, sorrowful and glorious mysteries. In our Christian life, prayer reinforces the spiritual soundness and solidity of the family, helping to ensure that it shares in the strength of God. Indeed all the power of the Rosary lies in its Gospel character and in its distinctly Christ - Centered dimension, for it makes us think specifically and in our own way of the most important events of salvation that were brought about in Christ, seen through the heart of Mary.
As children of Don Bosco who was willing to relinquish his friendship even with the civil Authorities rather than give up the recitation of the Rosary by the boys of the Oratory, we should cling on to this devotion which is the most pleasing prayer to our Heavenly Mother. Let us invent ways and means to pray the Rosary devoutly and inculcate this devotion in our pupils, and other members of the educating community and reach out even to the neighborhood. At Mornese, Maria Mazzarello and Petronilla prayed the rosary together with the girls who came to learn tailoring in the work room. Excessive attraction to  Social Media, the heavy work schedule of many employees and the hustle and bustle of modern life have hindered several families from daily recitation of the rosary. Through BCC groups, pious associations, Salesian Family and educating communities, we can motivate the families to be faithful to this very efficacious prayer. 
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01 


-
ST. THERESA OF THE CHILD JESUS  

02


- 
FEAST OF THE GUARDIAN ANGELS

04


- 
FRANCIS OF ASSISI

05


- 
BL. ALBERTO MARVELLI
07


- 
FEAST OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
09                          -          CANONIZATION OF Bro. ARTEMIDES ZATTI   
11 


- 
ST. JOHN XXIII 

12


- 
BL. ALESSANDRINA

15


- 
ST. TERESA OF AVILA,  PATRONESS OF OUR INSTITUTE

22 


- 
ST. JOHN PAUL II 
23


- 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

24 


- 
BLESSED LOUIS GUANELLA

28 


- 
FEAST OF STS. SIMON & JUDE

29 


- 
BL. MICHAEL RUA 
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SALESIAN FAMILY MAJOR SUPERIORS’ MEET & PCI
I participated in the FMA Provincial Conference Meet on 13 September 2022 at the FMA Community of Benaulim, Goa followed by Salesian Family Major Superiors’ Meet of South Asia in St. Joseph Vaz Spiritual Renewal Centre, Goa from 14 - 15 September in the presence of the Rector Major and coordinated by Fr. Biju Michael the Regional for South Asia. I made a short visit to the Nashik Novitiate, Mumbai meeting our two novices. Sr. Meena D’Silva the Provincial of INB and our Sisters made us experience the joy of family spirit an essential aspect of our spirituality.   
THE ASSOCIATION OF SALESIAN COOPERATORS – 15TH SOUTHERN ZONAL CONFERENCE
Sr. Sherly Joseph, the Province Delegate of Salesian Cooperators & ADMA, the Regional Delegates Sr. Rosily Theckanath and Sr. Maria Rajeswhary participated in the Southern Zonal Conference of Salesian Co-operators, held in Don Bosco Provincial House, Matunga, Mumbai from 17 to 19 September 2022 with the theme; Salesian Cooperators – “BEACON OF HOPE FOR MARGINALISED YOUTH”.
LET US CELEBRATE 

We rejoice with the Salesian Family at the Canonization of Bro. Artemides Zatti on 9 October 2022 by Pope Francis.  We are glad that a Salesian Brother has been raised to the altars. He was a witness to hope, friend to the poor and a testimony as a Good Samaritan. Pope Francis, when he was Provincial of the Jesuits in Argentina has experienced the effective intercession of Artemides Zatti precisely with regard to the vocation of the consecrated layperson. Rector Major has asked all the Communities of the Salesian Congregation  to offer a Thanksgiving Eucharist for this singular gift of holiness to the Salesian Family on 11 October. Let us also join in thanking God and celebrating holiness in our Family.   
CONGRATULATIONS!
Hearty Congratulations to Sr. Alice Chacko who will be felicitated by the ISPCK (Indian Society for promoting Christian Knowledge) for her book “Let us journey together into our Common Home” published in 2021. She will be conferred a citation and a cash award on October 28, 2022 at the ISPCK Corporate Office, New Delhi.  
SINCERE CONDOLENCES & ASSURANCE OF PRAYERS 
· To Srs. Lizy & Mary Scaria at the loss of their maternal aunt on 02 September, 2022.

· To Fr. Jose Koyickal, provincial and the confreres of Bangalore Province at the demise of Fr. Devasia Punnakunnel SDB (90) on 10 September, 2022. 
· To Sr. Nirmala Lazar, provincial and all the sisters of INM province at the unexpected death of Sr. S. T. Philo (83) on 13 September 2022.
· To Sr. Sangeetha Sebastian at the loss of her maternal grandmother Mrs. Mary Elso (91) on 13 September, 2022.   

· To Sr. Elizabeth George, provincial and the sisters of INS province at the demise of Sr. Hilda Barragan (89) on 18 September 2022.

· To Sr. Leelamma Palliparambil and the sisters of INC province at the passing away of Sr. Philomena Prabalanathan (88) on 22 September 2022.

· To Sr. Joy Sharmista at the loss of her maternal grandfather Mr. Chinnappan (86) on 24 September 2022.
· To Sr. Rosa Augustine at the loss of her beloved mother Mrs. Annakutty (83) on 25 September 2022.
· To Sr. Rosa Challamkathil at the departure of her dear Sister Mrs. Teresa (82) on 28 September 2022  
May their Souls Rest in Peace!
WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR OUR SICK: OUR SISTERS AND DEAR ONES 
· The brother of Sr. Elsa Devasia who is ill and undergoing the treatment.
· The sister of Sr. Josephine Savarimuthu who is not well. 
CONCLUSION
As I wrap up my monthly meeting with you, I am reminded of the dream of Pope Francis for the Church. He expressed his dream to see a “completely missionary Church, and a New Era of Missionary Activity Among Christian Communities.”
Today, the first of October is the feast of St. Teresa of the Child Jesus who is the Patroness of the Missions. She never went out of her cloister to preach. She is a model for those who cannot set out for mission lands, but can be missionaries fulfilling one`s own daily duties with a missionary heart. We shall support our missionary sisters especially those working in other parts of the world, by offering prayers and sacrifices for them. Let us inculcate in our Catholic children missionary spirit, especially through our Catechism classes. 
 Mary, Queen of the Missions, pray for us!
Good wishes and prayerful greetings to all in the Family.       
Affectionately,
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Sr. Lucy Rose Ozhukayil
       Provincial     
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