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My dearest Sisters, 

Prayerful and affectionate Greetings from the Provincial House Bangalore!

The emotional memory of the founding of our Institute in Italy and in India re-awakened by the celebration of the sesquicentennial and the centennial celebrations can ebb away with the passage of time, unless it is made operative memory with continued enthusiasm to work for one`s own personal holiness and for the development of our mission. Our beloved Mother General comes to us with her Circular No. 1021, offering us her timely suggestions for this: “Let us allow ourselves to be formed and transformed together by life. Surely the best means of preserving the fruits of the celebrations will be to take seriously the above proposal of our Mother General. Every word in this phrase needs to be meditated upon and put in to practice. Read attentively also her valuable suggestions on the “Good Night”, one of our charismatic heritages.  I assure you that if we follow her suggestions, our ‘good nights’ will have great formative and trans-formative effect in the Community, besides preparing us for a “good night”.

Another help for formation and transformation comes from our dynamic Pope Francis with his recent Apostolic Letter Desiderio Desideravi, ‘With desire I did desire’ (cf. Lk 22:15). It introduces, explains and inspires the liturgical formation of each of us. Among the six aims of this Apostolic Letter, one scope is to “rekindle our wonder- which has been lost due to various liturgical aberrations- for the beauty of the truth of the Christian celebration, to remind us about the necessity of authentic liturgical formation, to recognize the importance of an art of celebrating and of the participation”. The letter concludes with a passage from the letter of St. Francis Assisi in which he exhorts the mystery dimension of the Holy Eucharist where “Christ is present on the altar, in the hands of a priest”. A review of this Apostolic Letter is published in the September (16-30) issue of the New Leader. I invite you to and deepen the document. May our hearts be filled with love and affection for our Eucharistic Lord who chose to remain in a small box for two millenniums and more, waiting to meet us, to become our food, our life’s companion, comforter and consoler, in spite of meeting at time with indifference and even abuses!

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS  

The month of November begins with the solemnity of All Saints Day and the feast of All Souls Day. The first brings to our mind our friends in heaven and the second, our friends in Purgatory. The first one is the celebration of All Saints’ Day, when we celebrate the great Communion of Saints. On this day, we remember the holy ones who have been canonized and those who were not. Pope Gregory III designated this day for honouring the saints.

From earliest times, the Church has honored the memory of the deceased and offered suffrages for them, in particular the Eucharistic sacrifice. The Church also recommends alms, indulgences and works of penance for the deceased. Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for us effective –says the Catechism of the Catholic Church in Art. 958. Purgatory shows God's great mercy and washes away the defects of those who long to become one with Him.  Out of charity, out of justice, and for our own interests, let us remember them often in our sacrifices and in our prayers. The tradition started in the seventh century when ‘Odilo of Cluny’ designated a day to pray and give alms for those in purgatory. The celebration of All Souls’ Day spread throughout the Church by the 10th century. All Souls Day and the commemoration of the dead throughout the month of November is a source of consolation and hope for each of us. It is dedicated to the memory, not just of the Saints but also to all the faithful departed. For Christians and Catholics, the holy souls in purgatory (not a place but a state of waiting and longing) see ever more clearly what we intuit from afar. They are already within reach of eternal life, the loving arms of Jesus; but they are not yet closely within his embrace.  

These weeks are a marvelous opportunity for us to greatly strengthen the Communion of Saints. By our prayer and mortifications, by the offering of our work, and above all, by applying to the souls in Purgatory the fruits of the Holy Mass, we will be able to help them make reparation for their faults and thus reach heaven. This is also the perfect time to think about our own life, and our death. We are all going to leave this earth one day, and it is only right to make us count our years. Do we deny the inevitability of death by spending our days as if we have forever? But many wise men have reminded us that death is but a continuation of our eternal existence, and so we must not fear it nor deny it.  As we love God deeper, the fear of death decreases.  When we have a stronger faith in God, the pain of death reduces. When we have an unshakeable hope in God, the anguish of death subsides.  Let us also keep in mind, that this day of the “All Souls Day” as well as the Month of November is a time to gain Indulgences that the Church offers.

ST. ARTEMIDE ZATTI SDB – 13th 

The Catholic Church and the Salesian Family gained a new saint on Sunday, 09 October 2022 as Pope Francis canonized St. Artemide Zatti. Pope Francis praised Zatti as “a living example of gratitude.” He highlighted in his homily how the immigrant nurse thanked God by “taking upon himself the wounds of others.”  “Cured of tuberculosis, he devoted his entire life to serving others, caring for the infirm with tender love. He not only worked in the hospital but also traveled to the peripheries of Viedma and the neighboring city of Carmen de Patagones to treat people in need, and his reputation as a saintly nurse spread throughout that area of Argentina.  St. Zatti always saw Jesus in each of his patients. Some people even recalled seeing him carry the body of a patient who had died during the night to the mortuary as he recited the De Profundis, a prayer for the dead which comes from the text of Psalm 130. People who knew him said that Zatti carried out his service to the sick with heroic sacrifice and that he radiated the light of God, even bringing some unbelievers to faith. In Zatti's life, there is the manifestation of holiness lived in daily life, in simplicity, in humble and jovial service, especially to the sick. "Doing everything for the glory of God, to be what I must be: a holy Salesian" is, not by chance. He achieved holiness through a daily exercise of charity.  Through his intercession let us entrust all the sick and suffering especially our sisters and the dear ones of our sisters. 

BL. MAGDALENE MORANO -15th 

On 15th November we remember Blessed Magdalene Morano who was a ‘teacher’ par excellence; she was an intelligent woman rich in love, goodness, vivacity and wisdom. As a young teacher she lived a life of deep union with God, teaching catechism, preparing children for the sacraments, visiting the sick 
and serving the parish community. She took up the work of formation of the many new vocations that were attracted by her zeal and the community atmosphere she created. She always lived up to her resolution - “never block the action of Grace by giving into personal egotism”. Her life even today is a prophecy of love inspiring us in the education of women and joyful and zealous evangelization. 

Her manifold apostolate was appreciated and encouraged by the Bishops, who entrusted the work of Catechesis to her evangelical creativity. Her remains are venerated in the Chapel of the Salesian Sisters at Ali Terme (Messina). May she continue to inspire and help us in our mission of spreading the Good news to all who are around us!

 MAMMA MARGARET- SERVANT OF GOD – 25th 

On 25th November, we commemorate the Venerable Margaret Occhiena, the mother of Don Bosco. St Pius X said, 'A vocation comes from the heart of God, but goes through the heart of the mother', and Mamma Margaret had set her son and all of her family a wonderful example of faith, compassion and charity. She became the first Cooperator in Don Bosco's work with the poor boys of Turin. When she left the rest of her family and the rural life she had always known to join her son in the roughest part of the city, she was in her late fifties, and deserving of an easier life. She became a mother to the youngsters of the Oratory. She worked tirelessly, growing and cooking the vegetables that were often their only food; washing, cleaning, cooking and mending, helped by the boys, who loved her dearly, and later by the mother of Blessed Michael Rua, who also moved into the house. Despite the hardship she suffered, she supported Don Bosco's work and values absolutely, telling him, 'You should do what God inspires you to do. Do not be concerned on my behalf. You owe me nothing. Never forget that I was born in poor circumstances have lived in poverty all my life; and I am happy to die poor; and I say this seriously to you: if you become wealthy, I shall never set foot on your doorstep.’  She died from pneumonia on 25th November 1856, aged 68. On 23 October 2006, Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed her Venerable, having lived a life of heroic virtue. Let us pray to her earnestly and desire that she will be raised soon to the altars likes our Father and Founder Don Bosco.

ADVENT SEASON 

Advent Season begins on 27th a time to be more involved and caught up in the meaning and the possibilities of life as a Christian community. Thus we are preparing not only for Christmas but also for Christ's Second Coming. This means that when he comes again, we will be awake and watchful. He will not find us asleep. Advent reminds us that we are not the centre of God’s plan but He has a grand plan for history and for humanity. 

 As Pope Francis reminds us Advent is a continuous call to hope. It reminds us that God is present in history to lead it to its ultimate goal and to its fullness, which is the Lord Jesus Christ. God is present in the history of humanity, He is the ‘God-with-us’, He walks beside us to support us.” The Lord never abandons us; He accompanies us through the events of our lives to help us discover the meaning of the journey, the meaning of everyday life, to give us courage when we are under duress or when we suffer. In the midst of life’s storms, God always extends His hand to us and frees us from threats. Let us begin this first Season of the Liturgical Calendar with fervour and hope.  
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01st 


- ALL SAINTS DAY  
02nd 


- ALL SOULS DAY

13th


- ST ARTEMIDE ZATTI SDB

14th


- CHILDREN’S DAY 

15th 


- BL. MADALENE MORANO 

13th 


- SIXTH WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

20th  


- CHRIST THE KING 

21st 


- PRESENTATION OF THE BL. VIRGIN MARY
25th 


- MAMMA MARGARET

27th 


- FIRST SUNDAY OF THE ADVENT

29th 


- NOVENA TO THE SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Good wishes to Sr. Varapragasm Maria Rajeshwary. Mother General has confirmed her appointment as one of the Provincial Councilors. 

APOSTOLIC EXPERIENCE

· Our three postulants will have their apostolic experience from 11th November to 26th November. Maria George and Padma Priya to Guntur and Sindhu Priya to Mahendrahills, Secunderabad.  May they have a fruitful experience in the mission!

· Sr. Rosy Lopez and CDEW staff Ms. Mini Sebastian attended the NDF - SDC meeting on the theme “NDF towards networking in the provinces and addressing the Ecological Concern” at Asha Nivas Social Service Centre Chennai from 08 -10 October.
· Sr. Sumi Joseph attended a 3- day workshop on Capacity Building at Indian Social Institute Bangalore (ISI – B) from 19 – 21 October 2022.

· Sr. Margrat Mathai, Sr. Bincy Thomas & Sr. Nirmala Mummadi will be attending an International Symposium on “A Saint of Synodality, Relevance and Impact for Today’s World” from 04- 06 November 2022 at Indian Institute of Spirituality Bangalore, as it is the 400th year of the death of St. Francis De Sales. 
FIRST PHASE OF SECOND NOVITIATE
Sr. Gunti Mary Jyothi will be participating in the first phase of second novitiate, which will be held at Lumen Institute, Tindivanam, at Viluppuram, Tamil Nadu along with the other Provinces of  INM, INT and INB from 21 November to 20 December 2022. We wish her a meaningful spiritual journey in preparation for her final commitment to the Lord.
SINCERE ASSURANCE OF PRAYERS 

· To Sr. Alice Sebastian at the demise of her cousin sister Mrs. Marykutty Joseph (80) on 11 October 2022.

· To Sr. Bridget Kavalam at the passing away of her cousin brother Mr. Jose Mamparambil (66) on 12 October and her cousin’s husband Mr. Kevin (62) on 19 October 2022.

· To Sr. Mary Joseph K J at the loss of her aunt Mrs. Annakutty Antony (91) on 30 October 2022.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR OUR SICK: OUR SISTERS AND DEAR ONES 

· For mother of dear Sr. Shiji Abraham who has undergone a surgery and is in the hospital.  

· For nephew of Sr. Rosa E J who is still in the Hospital. 

· For the dear mother of Sr. Saleth Mary Patrick who is not well.

· For Sr. Rosa Challamkathil who underwent a delicate operation of the eye

· For the cousin sister of Sr. Sushma Korabandi who is very sick and is hospitalized

· For the niece of Sr. Cecilia Thomas is sick and  in a critical condition in the hospital

PRAYER THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF BL. EUSEBIA PALOMINO

The Community of Kunnamangalam has decided to seek the intercession of Blessed Eusebia Palomino for the healing of Sr. Liza Philip. The family members of Sr. Liza are also joining this prayer. The Community requests if all of us can join them in praying for Sr. Liza.    

CONCLUSION

On 29th we begin the novena for the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary- a feast so very dear to every member of the Salesian family. A glance at Valdocco and Mornese at the time of Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello will remind us of the white heat of fervor with which every youngster, the FMA and the Salesians prepared themselves for the feast of Mary Immaculate. Let us not be far behind them, rather, keep abreast with them. 

Don Bosco reminds us that "all our greatest things had their beginning and their fulfillment on the day of the Immaculate Conception" (MB XVII, 511). Let this be a time of thanks to Mary, prolonged in the concreteness of our life as individuals and as educating communities around the world. Wish you all a very fervent Novena.   

To Mary Help of Christians, Mother and Teacher, we entrust the journey and life of all educating communities, in particular of young people and families and we invoke the gift of peace for the whole of humanity.

Good wishes and prayerful greetings to all in the Family.       
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Affectionately,
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 Sr. Lucy Rose Ozhukayil

       Provincial
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